
What’s at the top of the beanstalk?   

This week we are describing story settings. If you climbed up a bean stalk where do you think it might take you? To a magical land? A land made of sweets, an enchanted 

forest? We will still need to be thinking about adjectives and verbs to make our writing really interesting! Remember, you need to make your reader feel that they are 

there too. Don’t forget to send me a photograph of your writing to me at  hazel@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk. 

Session 1 Collecting 

nouns 

adjectives 

Look at the picture of a castle below or draw the maybe even draw your own castle. Make your picture as detailed as possible and try to 

include as many objects as you can in the castle. Label all of the nouns. When you have done that, try and add some amazing adjectives to go 

with it. You could set out your list like this: 

Noun Adjectives 

Fire place Old    golden flames    dusty   huge   rustic  grey  smoky   

Try to think of as many as you can, the first word you think of isn’t always the best one. 

 Find out more about nouns  and expanded noun phrases here.   

Session 2 Descriptive 

sentences 

Today we are going to bring the castle alive! Choose one of the nouns from your picture and then use one or two adjectives to go with it. 

Finally think of a verb that would really help you to imagine what was happening in the picture.  

For example,  

The golden flames flickered in the dusty, grey fireplace 

The huge, brown table wobbled as the giant brushed past. 

The gnarled, old tree stood bent slowly in the wind. 

Don’t forget to put a comma in between two adjectives! 

 

Session 3 Collecting 

language 

Imagine that you have climbed up your own magic beanstalk. Where might you have ended up? In a fairy tale castle? In a sweet shop? In a 

magic underwater world? I have included some pictures below to help give you some ideas. Draw the imaginary place that the beanstalk takes 

you to. Then think of as many words and phrases as you can to describe this place. Write down your ideas. Don’t forget to really try and use 

as imaginative language as possible. Maybe use an  on-line thesaurus to help you. 

Session 4 First drat Today imagine that you have stepped off the beanstalk. Write a description of your new imaginary place. Use your senses to help you 

describe it; What can you see? What can you hear? What does it feel like? What can you smell? Write as much detail as you can. 

Start your description off with this sentence.  

As I carefully stepped off the beanstalk… 

there in front of me stood the most enormous dark cave I had ever seen. Nervously, I tiptoed into the craggy, grey cave but all I 

could see was blackness all around. 

 Remember you are not writing a story, just describing where you are to me. You could even write your description  as if it’s a postcard.  

Session 5 Editing Today I would like you to reread your writing and do some editing. Maybe even read it to someone in your family. First check that you have 

all of the punctuation that you need in place, especially those capital letters. Then read it again, is it all in the correct tense? What about 

spelling? Can you see if you have spelt common words correctly? Check that you have added suffixes such as ed/ing correctly. If you’re not 

sure have a look at the games here for a recap on the rules! 

Finally have another look at the words you thought of in the week. Have you used them all? Could you have used any better words? Does it 

help the reader to imagine that they are there? 

mailto:hazel@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/zpd8ng8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f
https://kidthesaurus.com/
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